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EI Mar y El:
Film Screening and Discussion with Director Tony Mendez
Thursday, March 1, 2018 |7:00 PM| FIU Modesto A. Maidique Campus | Green Library (GL) 220
E/MaryEl is a tragicomedy based on the true story of Ricardo, a decent man who made several ludicrous
attempts to escape Cuba during the Mariel boatlift. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter opened U.S. borders to
Cuban exiles. Soon, hundreds of Cubans living in South Florida navigated back to Cuba to claim their families.
In response, Castro opened his prison cells and insane asylums, granting them priority to exit the country.
Upon learning that his wife Marla is pregnant, Ricardo realizes that Cuba is not the place to raise his unborn
child. Ricardo and Maria suit up as "delinquents"in an attempt to convince authorities that they deserve to
leave the island.
Tony Mendez is the founder and director of the Say It Loud Film Festival. He works freelance for his production
company, Wonder Worker Films, LLC. After earning a BSC in Psychology and Motion Pictures from the
University of Miami, he received an MFA in Cinema and Interactive Media as well. Born in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, he has worked as Video Editor at National Geographic, Multimedia Specialist at CBS in Washington,
D.C., and Multimedia Specialist at the University of Miami Alumni Association. Some of his other works are It
Takes a Village, Hungry for More, A traves de sus ojos, and Let it Go. His film El MaryE received multiple awards,
including Best Short Film at the Humphrey Bogart Film Festival and Best Comedy at the New Jersey Film
Festival, both in 2015.
This event is free and open to the public.
The film is 24 minutes long, in Spanish with English subtitles.
To confirm your attendance and for more information, please call (305) 348-1991 or write cri@fiu.edu.
U Steven J. GreenSchool of International
& Public Affairs
ng a JUSt, peacetul and
Prosperous World
